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silajor message:
Business has a roie.

By DENIS PAISTE

New Hampshire Unien Leader

CONCORD — Learning math
and science are key to the future
of both the American economy
and individual high schoal stu-
dents, CNBC business reporter
Trish Regan told a New Hamp-
shire Scholars conference yes-
terday.

“Students in South Korea are
just expected to really excel at
things like math and science,”
she said.

Her recent reporting in Brazil
found that country has created
all kinds of initiatives to encour-
age young pecple in math and
science.

“The wortld is recognizing it;
we need to recognize it as well,”
she said. :

The New Hampshire Scholars
program encourages students to
take a core course of study consist-
ing of algebra I and II, geometry,
biclogy, chemistry and phiysics, as
weil as four vears or English and
two of a foreign language.

Yesterday's session drew more
than 200 te hear Regan and at-

tend a half-day program focused
on expanding the Scholars pro-
gram and its partnerships with
businesses.

“The major message is, busi-
ness has a role. We can be men-
tors for students,” said Tom
Raffio, president of Northeast
Delta Dental and a member of
the state Board of Educaticn.

Northeast Delta Dental has
hosted several students frorm Win-
njsquam and Bow high schools as
interns in its accounting, market-
ing and executive offices.

“Theyare amazed at what goes
on in the business commuty,”
he said.

“I think we can add to the cur-
riculum by being mentors to stu-
dents and having students who
intern at the workplace,” Raifio
said.

Michael Power, executive
director of the Worlforce Op-
portunity Council, said the part-
nership between businesses and
schools through the New Hamp-
shire Scholars program is criti-
cal

“In the last few years, there's
been real recoguition that we
cannot operate in silos, where

‘economic development is doing

its own thing, worldorce or tal-
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“Students in
South Korea are
just expected to

really excel at
things like math
and science ... we
need to recognize
it as well.”

TRISH REGAN
CNBC reporter, NH native

ent developrent is doing anoth-
er thing and educators are doing
their own. thing,” he said.

“It's a three-legged stool, and -

they all have to work together,”
Power said. “We all have to be in
each other's rooms and talk and
move on behalf of the kids, so that
we can enjoy a strohg economy.”

University of New Hampshire
president Dr. Mark Huddleston
introduced keynote speaker
Regan.

There is a direct correlation
between the amount of money
vou make and the amount of
education you have, a number
of studies show, Regan said.

“We have to figure out what

we as Americans can offer the
world to keep us competitive, to
keep our lifestyles growing and
our econcmy growing,” Regan
said.

“We do have an incredibly
nimble and Aexible econemy.

“Our population is very cre-
alive,” she said. “We are still by
a long shot the most productive
nation in the world.

“In order to keep that edge,
we have to invest in our young
people, we have to invest in edu-
cation,” she said.

s
On the Mat:
wiw.nhscholars.org
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CNBC's Regan hopes for
speedy economic recovery

By DENIS PAISTE

Mew Hampshire Union Leader

CONCORD — As CNBC's co-
anchor of “The Call’" daily Wall
Street report, New Hampshire
native Trish Regan has sat at the
center of the maelstrem through
the subprime mortgage melt-
down, the credit crisis and the
$700 billion federal bailout of big
banks and investment houses.
Yet she remains optimistic.

“I'm  optimistic that we'll
come out of it. As to when, that's
the really hard thing to call right
now,” she said yesterday morn-
ing.

"What we're seeing right now
is unprecedented, the turmaoil in
the financial markets is wuilike
anything we've seen since the
1930s,” said Regan, an honors
graduate in history from Colum-
bia University and Hampton ng-
tive.

“The government has really
wied to attack the problem from
many different angles and my
hope is that will translate into a
speedy recovery,” she said.

Regan, who was Miss New
Hampshire {as Tricia McEach-

Brian Williams.”

“Forme, there’s no better area
to report on because it iouches
every aspect of life and policy,
and everything has an economic
component to it, so [ve been
able to de a lot of different sto-
ries all based from an economic
viewpoint."

Siill, the shutdown in spend-
ing by consumers, who typically
account for two-thirds of the
American economy, remains a
coneern, she said.

“Right now they're so wortied
about whether or not they're
going to have a job next month,
that tirey've stopped,” she said.

“In fact, this summer we had
GDP (gross domestic product)
growing at 3.3 percent, and that
was all thanks to the comsum-
er," she said. “Businesses were
already feeling the slowdown,
other economies worldwide
were starting to slow, but the
American consumer went oui,
spent the rebate checks and did
a lot of shopping, which essen-
tially helped keep this economy
going.

However, conswner spending
in. the third quarter fell the most




