How Does Graduating as _. (
a NH Scholar Impact STATESCHOLARS INITIATIVE

Money for College?

Step 1: Complete a rigorous course of study and graduate as a State Scholar.

Step 2: Complete the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) as soon as possible
after January 1% of your senior year. www.fafsa.ed.qov — it's FREE.
(Tip: Your parents should use estimates on this form — do not wait until their income
taxes are completed. Deadlines are critical.)

Fact: The FAFSA is your application for State, Federal and Institutional financial aid. Every
college will require this form.

Fact: The FAFSA will calculate how much they think you and your family can afford for
college next fall (EFC — Expected Family Contribution).

The Good news: If your EFC is low enough, you will receive aid (free money) such as the
Federal Pell Grant. If you are Pell Grant eligible, the FAFSA form will automatically

ask you a few questions to determine if you are eligible for more free money (aka:
ACG — Academic Competitiveness Grant).

Step 3: By indicating that you have completed a rigorous course of study (NH Scholars
Program), you will automatically receive the ACG.

Academic Competitiveness Grants: Given to 1* and 2™ year Pell eligible students who
took a “rigorous” high school program of study and meet several other requirements.
e« 1% year students can receive up to $750
o 2" year students must have a 3.0 college GPA and can receive $1300
e Only 26.9% in NH of those eligible for the ACG in ‘06 received it. That means 3,247
students got less money because they failed to complete a rigorous schedule.
National SMART Grants: Given to Srd and 4th year Pell eligible students who have a 3.0
college GPA and major in math, science, or critical foreign languages.
o Both3“and 4" year students can receive up to $4000

Potential Total: $10,050 in additional financial aid

) FURTHER < FAFSA
FEDERAL STUDENT AID Free Application for Federal Student Aid
Help  ComtactUs  FROs  Liw Help

Filling Dut a FAFSA — 2007-2008
ACG Eligibility Data

Saldact the gt ous high schosd g oge s of study thet the
el Ceangpleted

[Setect =1

For more Fricematon sboul esch shele’s rigorous hegh schoo! programs,
seiecl Giata Py ograms

Dapadtoent of Defeimse Progesmss

Dopariment of Delancs Edacahon Acindy [DolEA) Regaremenis
Stafe fug S chalars Frog
Check cng o holh (if Shay soply 1o the student) lowain Cowasrvsoric Fecpinmments

r Stuslenit’s Eligilde AP BB Fxam Soole.

The student Compieten T OF B0r e Advanced Placement (AP COuses and S0ored 3 of Detles on ol least T AF Susm b the
Corses compleled or

The shuden] Completed T o Sore nbarmational Beccamreabe (1) courses ahd stoned § o betler on ol Isast two I axsms for the
Gourtag Cormgleined

r Studeri’s Eligibies Miph School Coan sework.
[5el &f ouried similde 10 Sabs Toholers nlalines)

Tha sludent omplsted ahd paised all of M Nollowirg high scioal Dot
= Four years of English

w Thees years of mal (nchuakng Algebys | and & bgher el malts cisss such 53 Algsivs I, Gecmelry, o Dals Snadys snd
SshighcE)

& Three yoars of sociel studes

u Thess years of SCences (nchedreg of s one yeor auch of twi of B folowang Biclogry, Ohemisiry, of Propsica)
s One year of 8 lsnguage offer than Englsh

Becoming a NH Scholar has both academic and financial rewards.

» For more information about NH Scholars and how it impacts financial aid, please contact:
Scott Power, State Director, (603) 225-4199 x300 or spower@nhcuc.org
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