




















the training in many fields—from computer rechnology and
auto mechanics to nursing—becomes increasingly complex.

The problem is we're not preparing enough students to satisfy
this demand. Shortages of workers with postsecondary train-
ing could range as high as twelve million by 2020. A study pub-
lished by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) in 2005 outlines why: When it comes

to high school math proficiency, for example, the U.S. ranks
rwenty-fourth our of the 29 OECD countries studied, after
Hungary and Spain; American students’ problem-solving skills
are equally weak. And while the U.S. boasts the highest aver-
age number of vears of educational attainment (almost 14), it
also has one of the lowest rates for high school graduation.

Why Physics?

The core course of study is preferred by most four-year colleges
and recommended for students pursuing two-year degrees and
certificate programs. It is also recommended by employers for
students entering the workforce upon graduation from high
school. Research shows thart physics is the key to science profi-
ciency. Those who have graduated understand well the value of
science proficiency. In a 2005 survey, when high school gradu-
ates who were not in college were asked, “Knowing what you
know today about the expectations of college/the work world,
if vou were able to do high school over again, when it comes to
science would you have raken higher-level and more challeng-
ing courses if they were available?” Forty one percent of them
answered ves. For roday’s students, that might be the most com-
pelling evidence that physics, chemistry, and biology are impor-
tant no matter whar path they choose to take after high school.
When researchers studied the effect of high school course-tak-
ing in science, they found that students who took physics had
higher science proficiency scores than did students who only
took chemistry and biology.

Phyvsics develops skills in critical thinking, problem solv-
ing and habits of mind. So, while three-quarters of parents
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think their child’s science and math skills are “just fine,”
they fully understand why students need physics once they
see how much rwenty-first cenrury learning factors into
high-paving jobs in today’s economy,” adds Scott Power.

The Future of New Hampshire Scholars

Interest and awareness in the initiative continues to grow.
New Hampshire Scholars enters its first full academic year
this fall. Commissioner Tracy awarded medals to seventy-
two graduates last spring in its inception vear. As schools and
business partners contigue to work diligently with middle
and high school students on the importance of taking a rigor-
ous course curriculum, the wave of interest will continue to
develop. School counselors and school-to-work coordinators
work with each student developing a four-vear plan to ensure
students are challenging themselves and satistying the core
course of studies.

Another dozen school districts will be added this win-

ter as superintendents realize the benefit for their students.
Superintendent of the Littleton School District (SAU 84),
Dorothy Danforth savs getting involved in New Hampshire
Scholars is “a no-brainer” for school districts in her region.
Marge Chiafery, Superintendent of the Merrimack School
District (SAU 26, savs “The school-business partnership is a
unique dynamic thar will enrich the learning of our students.
Business leaders clearly understand that today’s students are
their furure emplovees. Our students can learn so much from
them and New Hampshire Scholars is smart to utilize these
resources.”

During this next phase, New Hampshire will develop a sus-
tainability plan to ensure the core of this program continues
onward. Orher states have customized and adjusted State
Scholars to fit their school districts. As New Hampshire
Scholars progresses, we too will fine-tune this initianve

to best fir the needs of our students, educators and school
communities.

New Hampshire Scholars director Scott Power projects,
“As the program gets implemented, students will not only
achieve success in the core courses, but they’ll also begin to
go above and bevond their graduation requirements. This
will not only prepare them for college, but also the challeng-
ing workforce. We hope this generation raises the bar for
others to follow.”

To learn more abour New Hampshire Scholars please visit
www.NHscholars.org or contact Scott Power, Director, New
Hampshire Scholars Program, at (6c3) 225-4199 X300 or
spower@nhcuc.org.



